narrow waist and padded shoulders; a respectable grey owl of a
business-man; and an oyster-eyed old woman in an astrakhan coat.
A collection of contrasts.
From a high desk the interrogator, prompted by a detective,
challenges King Philip: "Ever been here before?"
"No, Captain."
"Well, how do you know I'm the Captain?"
King Philip is silent.
"Ever seen these people before?"
"Nope." But evidence is produced to show that this same quartet
has had three previous convictions, and has served five years in
Sing Sing.
"Pass along. Next there. And you, where were you when you
got pinched? Hustlin', were you? Anything from Gin to Jesus, and
maybe an Old Auntie in a pinch, eh? Any luck? Just that old gag
about earning a living." The detectives betray their inhumanity,
make jokes, and laugh at the unfortunates.
A frightened youth in a red and blue sweater stands beside his
friend, a wizened dwarf, denying everything. A blonde, the Botticelli
type, flicks imaginary dust from her dress as she is accused of
defrauding Saks. She smiles superciliously and rolls her tongue,
while it becomes evident that she has already seventeen counts against
her for pick-pocketing, forgery and falsely obtained money: she is
a psychiatric case. You turn away, embarrassed by your mingled
feelings of pity and terror: this court, fulfilling Aristotle's rules for
tragedy, makes its deep impression.
In the new "Tombs" buildings, the men are kept like animals for
market. The women are taken to the Detention Home, and locked
into a coop until their trial.
The photographers' lights burn all day for the endless "compli-
mentary sittings". Head and shoulders, full face and in profile, with
and without hat, that is the undeviating routine. Only the most
serious cases warrant a full-length portrait The proofs, filed in the
Rogues' Gallery, are classified according to crime. These relentless
camera studies reveal female traffickers in drugs with untidy hair,
men masquerading as clergymen snapped in and out of disguise,
female impersonators favouring matinee hats and clothes that were
fashionable in 1918.
[62]